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GPCC  
Mission Statement 

 

Act as A Unified Voice of Business 
Dedicated to the Prosperity of all  

Commerce 
Leading to the Enhancement of  

the Quality of Life in our region and surrounding 
areas.  

Global Economic Outlook Dinner 
 

  
Dr. Jay Bryson, global economist for Wells Fargo Securities, will be 
the guest speaker at an Economic Outlook Dinner on Monday, March 
23, 2015 at Terraview at Stroudsmoor Country Inn at 6:00 p.m.  This 
event is sponsored by Wells Fargo and the cost to attend is $35.00 for 
Chamber Members, and $60.00 for Non-Members. 

Dr. Bryson joined Wachovia in 1998 to provide analysis on financial 
markets and macroeconomic developments in foreign economies.  Be-
fore joining Wachovia, Dr. Bryson was an economist in the Division of 
International Finance at the Federal Reserve Board in Washington, 
D.C.  From 1989 to 1992, Dr. Bryson was an assistant professor of eco-

nomics at the University of Alabama.  He also lectured on international economics 
and macroeconomics at the School for Advanced International Studies at Johns Hop-
kins University and at Georgetown University. 

He has published in academic and popular economic journals and his 
comments on the economy regularly appear in The Wall Street Journal, 
the New York Times, and USA Today.  He also makes frequent appear-
ances on CNBC and Bloomberg TV.   

Dr. Bryson received his B.A. and Ph.D. degrees in economics from the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

For more information or to make a reservation, call the Greater Pocono Chamber of 
Commerce at 570-421-4433.   
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 February 2015 
                   Calendar of Events 
 
     
February 9……….....Education Committee 
         11:00 a.m.– GPCC  
February 10………...Women In Business Luncheon 
                                    Noon – Peppe’s Bistro -  
                                    East Stroudsburg 
February 12…..…….Expo Committee 
         8:00 a.m.– GPCC  
February 17………..Women in Business Committee 
         9:00 a.m.– GPCC  
February 23………..Finance Committee 
                                   7:45 a.m. – GPCC 
February 23………..Executive Committee 
                                   8:15 a.m.– GPCC 
February 24………..Board of Directors  
                                   8:30 a.m. – ESU Innovation Center -  
                                   East Stroudsburg 
February 27………..Environmental Committee 
         8:00 a.m.– GPCC  
  
  
 
                           

                         

Members in the News 
 
 
Valor Credit Union recently donated gently used winter 
wear, and non-perishable food and essential items to shel-
ters in the counties it serves. Early in November 2014 the 
credit union began accepting donations as a part of its 
“Winter Warmth and Food Drive”. The following totals 
were tallied before the donations were split between two 
area shelters: 85 coats, 40 hats, 29 pairs of gloves, 32 
scarves, 6 snow suits, 6 pairs of socks, 2 sweatshirts, 2 
pairs of boots; and approximately 130lbs of non-perishable 
food and personal care products such as toilet paper, tooth-
paste, and soap. 
 
Benefiting shelters included: The United Neighborhood 
Centers of Northeastern Pennsylvania and the Strouds-
burg Wesleyan Church Food Pantry. The credit union will 
continue to collect items for its “Winter Warmth and Food 
Drive” through the end of February in all four of its branch 
locations. 
 
“Since area food pantries have been struggling to keep food 
on the shelves, and bitter cold temperatures have im-
pacted the region this winter, we wanted to do our part to 
help out,” said Sean Jelen, CEO. “We are extremely grate-
ful to our members and staff for their generosity; they 
truly helped make this annual donation drive a success.” 
 
An internal volunteer council organized the drive this past 
holiday season in addition to a number of toy and gift ini-
tiatives which benefitted other organizations such as the 
Salvation Army and the South Scranton 3 Head Start 
shortly before Christmas. The same council meets regu-
larly to find new volunteer or fundraising opportunities 
that assist areas in need, and other non-profits or charities 
within the counties the credit union serves.  
 
 
February is American Heart Month, and Northampton 
Community College’s Center for Business & Indus-
try is offering American Heart Association Heartsaver 
classes!  Sadly, less than 8% of people who suffer cardiac 
arrest outside of a hospital survive. Effective bystander 
CPR, provided immediately after sudden cardiac arrest, 
can double or triple a victim’s chance of survival. 
 
On Thursday, Feb. 12, AHA Heartsaver CPR AED training 
will be offered from 8 a.m.-noon. AHA Heartsaver First 
Aid will be offered from 1-5 p.m. Cost for either of the 
classes is $60. The classes will be held at the Fowler Fam-
ily Southside Center, 511 E. Third St., Bethlehem. 
 
To register, visit www.northampton.edu/lifelearn. For 
questions, or for on-site delivery (10 or more employees), 
call 610-332-6585. 
 
 
United Way of Monroe County Executive Director, 
Mathilda Sheptak, has announced her retirement from 
UWMC and plans to step down from her position effective 
March 31, 2015. Sheptak was appointed March 8, 2010, 

 
Business Card Exchange 
and other Sponsorships 

Available for 2015! 
Please contact  

Pat Metzgar at the  
Chamber at 570.421.4433 to find out 
which sponsorships fit your needs! 
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and, has served officially for five (5) years.  Prior to her 
position at UWMC Sheptak was chief operating officer and 
vice president of the Pocono Mountains Visitors Bureau. 
  
Upon announcing her retirement Sheptak says, "This deci-
sion was made after a lot of thought and consideration." 
She looks forward to working with the UWMC Board of 
Directors to ensure a smooth and effective transition to a 
new Executive Director. 

  
An active member of the com-
munity for over 40 years, Shep-
tak has been a board trustee of 
the Pocono Environmental 
Education Center, board of 
director member for Jacob 
Stroud, and former board 
member and president of the 
Pocono Family YMCA. Her 
additional community service 
includes Campaign Chair and 
Board President of UWMC, 
Mattioli Main Street Project, 
Pocono Mountains Chamber 
Environmental Committee, 
Monroe County Economic Ad-

visory Committee, Monroe County Litter Control, ESU 
Department of Recreation and Leisure Service Advisory 
Board, Brodhead Watershed Association Board, and Burn 
Prevention Foundation Board. 
  
Her past distinctions include receiving the Athena Award 
from the Greater Pocono Chamber of Commerce and the 
prestigious Clifford R. Gillam United Way Award for vol-
unteerism. 
  
In the last five (5) years, Sheptak served on the Greater 
Pocono Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors, Cham-
ber Economic Development/Transportation Committee and 
Government Relations/Public Policy Committee. She also 
served on the PMC Community Health Connections Steer-
ing Committee, MCTA Local Advisory Committee and 
NCC Advisory Board for "Get Ready, Get Set for College" 
Program and participated in Association of Fundraising 
Professionals and the Interagency Council of Monroe 
County. 
  
Sheptak says her personal reasons for retiring are, "To 
have more time to spend with my husband, our family 
(most importantly our two grandchildren), friends and 
traveling." She further says, "It has been a pleasure to 
represent the UWMC in our community and working with 
and for many dedicated, talented individuals who give of 
their time, talent and treasure to improve lives in our com-
munity."  
  
Speaking for the Board of Directors, President Pam Wat-
kins, expressed deep appreciation and gratitude for all 
that Sheptak has given in support of UWMC and the com-
munity. Watkins says, "The United Way of Monroe County 
has benefited from Mathilda's experience, talent, and com-
munity connections.  Mathilda has demonstrated a real 

commitment to the betterment of Monroe County for many 
years, and we are so pleased that she chose to spend the 
past 5 years with us in this leadership role at the United 
Way.   We will miss her and we wish her the very best for 
a happy, well-deserved retirement." 
  
A strong succession plan is already in the works to name 
her replacement. Any interest or questions can be directed 
t o Lynn Lans downe,  Search Committee, 
at llansdowne@poconomedicalcenter.org. 
 
 
 
Now that the United Way of Monroe County's 2014 
campaign is over, it's time to ask Monroe County residents 
to help allocate the funds raised. 

The United Way's annual "Citizens' Review" fund distribu-
tion process will kick off with a breakfast orientation for 
volunteers on Wednesday, February 25, from 8:00 a.m. to 
10:00 a.m. at East Stroudsburg University of Pennsyl-
vania's Center for Innovation. Over 40 volunteers through-
out our community are needed for this very important, 
annual decision-making process. Attendees will receive 
their panel information and will get to meet fellow panel 
members and representatives from the United Way of 
Monroe County's partner agencies that are requesting 
funding. 

Citizens' Review is a unique feature of the United Way's 
fund distribution process. Volunteers come from all over 
our area and have diverse backgrounds, but share a com-
mon goal of improving the lives of Monroe County resi-
dents. Volunteers will serve on one of four panels that rec-
ommend where campaign funds will be distributed. These 
panels include: Helping Children Succeed, Meeting Basic 
Needs, Promoting Self-Sufficiency and Engaging Youth.  
Volunteers will carefully review all aspects of the non-
profit programs seeking funding and will make recommen-
dations about grant requests. The process includes site 
visits to agencies and a review of outcomes/results in im-
proving people's lives. The total time commitment can 
range from 20 to 30 hours, with each panel setting up its 
own meeting schedule. Volunteers will need to have an e-
mail account, access to the Internet and a printer. Panel 
meetings and site visits will run from March through 
early-April.  
To get involved or for more information, visit 
www.unitedwaymonroe.org or call the United Way of Mon-
roe County at 570-629-5657 and ask for Monica Cravotta, 
campaign and fund distribution director or e-mail 
monica@unitedwaymonroe.org. The deadline to respond is 
Friday, February 6, 2015. 

 

We are very pleased to announce Erin Van Sickle, an Ul-
trasound Tech III in Pocono Medical Center’s Radiology 
Department, has been named the Dedicated Employee of 
the Month for February. Van Sickle was nominated for her 
dedication to her patients and coworkers. Below is an ex-
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cerpt of the nominations submitted by three colleagues on 
Erin’s behalf: 

 
“Erin is willing to 
go out of her way to 
help out the depart-
ment in any way, 
and she always 
volunteers to fill in 
positions and sacri-
fices her free time to 
help out her co-
workers if they 
need. “ “For the 
past three years, 
Erin has gone 
above and beyond 
her position as a per 
diem ultrasound 
tech. There are so 
many different types 
of ultrasounds that 
we perform, some 
much harder and 

more intense and complicated than others, she never thinks 
twice about taking any study or helping out with any study. 
She will work any day, any shift to help out the department 
or fellow co-workers. And although she is not a teacher, I 
have had many students compliment how kind and non-
judgmental and knowledgeable she is with them.“ “Erin is 
an extremely humble, helpful and kind employee. She puts 
all of her effort into helping patients and fellow employees 
to further patient care. Before being employed at PMC, I 
was an ultrasound student completing my clinical portion 
of school. Erin was one of the most helpful Sonographers 
who not only went out of her way to teach, but also helped 
me feel comfortable at PMC.” 
 
When asked for a specific example, one of her colleagues 
shared “One Saturday at our Bartonsville location, the 
schedule was overbooked for the one technician that was 
there. So instead of calling patients to reschedule, Erin vol-
unteered to come in and work as a second tech all day.” 
 
 
For the second year, Paint the Mountain Pink breast can-
cer event is being held at Shawnee Mountain Ski Area.  
It is being held Saturday, February 7, 2015, starting at 
9:00 a.m. “We are so grateful to have Shawnee Mountain’s 
support. This year the raffle prize is A Poconos Ski-Around 
Pass which is a set of vouchers to ski the finest slopes in 
our area. Tickets are $10.00 each.  The drawing will be 
held at 4:00 p.m. and the winner does not need to be pre-
sent to win”, states Carole’ Ann F. Bowyer, co-founder of 
the Pocono Health Foundations’ Hope for Strength Breast 
Cancer Fund. 
 
The first 200 lift ticket purchasers will receive a free knit 
hat compliments of Shawnee Mountain Ski Area.  The 
Guardians of the Ribbon’s Slate Belt chapter will bring 
“Margaret” the pink fire truck for visitors to sign the 
names and write messages for cancer victims and survi-

vors. 
 
The purpose of the Fund is to minimize the financial and 
emotional impact of breast cancer diagnoses and treat-
ment.  The Hope for Strength Breast Cancer Fund will pro-
vide up to $500 to both male and female breast cancer pa-
tients of the Dale and Frances Hughes Cancer Center for 
basic living expenses. Please visit the Fund’s website, 
www.hopeforstrength.com.   
 
Contact Carole’ Ann F. Bowyer at cabowyer@ptd.net or 
570 977-0872 for more information about the Hope for 
Strength Breast Cancer Fund and to purchase a ticket.  
 
 
We are Pleased to Announce our New Firm Riley Wealth 
Strategies. 
 
Paul V. Conforti, CPA, Investment Advisor Representative 
and Jeffrey A. Shuey, MBA, Financial Advisor of Riley 
Wealth Strategies have focused on insurance, wealth man-
agement, college funding, retirement analysis and estate 
planning strategies for over 15 years. 
 
Riley Wealth Strategies’ mission is to help you realize your 
financial goals by providing unique strategies to help meet 
individual and business goals. 
 
For more information on Riley Wealth Strategies visit: 
www.rileywealthstrategies.com 
 
Paul V. Conforti, CPA, Investment Advisor Representative 
Email: pconforti@rileyws.com 570-424-0667 
 
Jeffrey A. Shuey, MBA, Financial Advisor Email: 
jshuey@rileyws.com 484-553-3651 
 
 
Pocono Raceway and long-time partner, Axalta Coating 
Systems, announced today a multi-year entitlement agree-
ment which includes the renaming of the annual June 
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series (NSCS) race held at ‘The 
Tricky Triangle’ as the Axalta “We Paint Winners” 400. 
  
“We are very excited to share this great news, in coopera-
tion with everyone at Axalta Coating Systems,” said Po-
cono Raceway President/CEO, Brandon Igdalsky. “They 
have been a great addition to the Pocono Raceway family, 
and we look forward to growing this relationship in 2015 
and beyond. What makes this even more special is the fact 
we get to work hand-in-hand with a true global power-
house who also calls the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
‘home.’”  
 
“Axalta is proud of its 22-year motorsports partnership,” 
said Axalta Vice President and head of its North America 
business, Nigel Budden.  “As a leader in the US refinish 
business, our paint graces racecars that burn rubber on 
the track each season and we proudly support four-time 
NASCAR® Cup Series champion Jeff Gordon.  Now, we are 
pleased to expand our racing involvement as Pocono Race-
way’s title sponsor of the upcoming race on June 7th.  We 
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L to R:  Bob Cihlar, Manager, Radiology Ser-
vices; Carrie Moody, Chief Ultrasound Tech; 
Erin Van Sickle, Ultrasound Tech III, PRIDE 
Winner; Dr. William Cors, Vice President and 
Chief Medical Officer; Jim Miller, Director, 
Radiology Services; Dr. Rajwinder Singh, Radi-
ology Medical Director; and Jeff Snyder, Presi-
dent and CEO) 
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look forward to cheering on Gordon as he vies for a seventh 
win at Pocono Raceway.” 

Axalta Coating Systems is “The Official Finish” of Stewart-
Haas Racing and Hendrick Motorsports, the two most re-
cent NSCS championship organizations. They also sponsor 
the No. 24 Axalta Coatings Chevrolet SS driven by Jeff 
Gordon, who is the winningest NASCAR driver at Pocono 
with six victories (June 1996, June 1997, July 1998, June 
2007, June 2011 and August 2012).  
 
Tickets for the June 7th Axalta “We Paint Winners” 400 
start at $45.  Kids, ages 12 and under are eligible for half-
price grandstand tickets starting at $22.50. For tickets and 
more information, visit www.poconoraceway.com or call 1-
800-RACEWAY (1-800-722-3929).  
 
 
NCC Offers “Fundamentals of Beer and Wine” Classes, 
Certifications. 
 
Whether serving at a restaurant or just making a general 
recommendation, your ability to talk intelligently about 
beer and wine can translate into increased profits. Learn 
the fundamentals of each in short, interactive sessions, 
taught by leading industry experts at Northampton Com-
munity College’s comprehensive Casino & Beverage Train-
ing Center at the Center for Business & Industry. 
 
 Each two-hour session is held at the Fowler Family 
Southside Center in Bethlehem from 6-8 p.m. The fee is 
$95 per class. The Fundamentals of Wine Series I begins 
on Feb. 9. The Fundamentals of Beer Series I begins on 
Feb. 25. Participants who complete both Series I and II in 
either Beer or Wine will receive a certificate.   
 
For more information, to see a list of classes in each series, 
and to register, visit northampton.edu/hospitality, or call 
610-861-6580. 
 
 
This quarter the Frailey team has decided to support two 
local food pantries as their Community Outreach Project.  
During the months of February and March, they are col-

lecting shelf-stable food such as boxed cereal (cold/hot), 
canned breakfast meats, boxed pancake mix and syrup, 
pasta, rice, canned vegetables, canned fruit and other 
boxed/canned goods.  Items can be dropped off at 1286 N. 
Ninth Street, Stroudsburg, PA during business hours, 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. 
 
“At this time we’re pretty well stocked for lunch and din-
ner but we are in great need of breakfast items.  We’re also 
in need of pet food,” states Rev. Jan S. Korb of Loaves & 
Fishes Food Pantry. Loaves & Fishes is a ministry of the 
Walk Church of God located on Route 209 next to the 209 
Diner.   
 
Bushkill Outreach is a community food pantry that is 
available for emergency distributions, also located on 
Route 209, old Bushkill Reformed Church. It serves resi-
dents of Lehman and Middle Smithfield townships (Pike 
and Monroe counties).  Federal income guidelines apply.  
Outreach Director Kate Newman says, “When tempera-
tures drop and the heat goes on, we see more clients. This 
is because the cost of heating a home diverts funds from 
the grocery bill for those living on a financial tightrope. 
This food drive couldn’t have come at a better time.  We 
also collect pet food.”  
 
If you would like more information to see how you can get 
involved, you may contact Frailey Insurance and Financial 
Services, 570-421-7447.   
 
 
Miller-Keystone Blood Center will be holding a blood drive 
at Grace Park Senior Living on 170 West Main Street, 
Stroudsburg on Sunday, February 8th 12 noon to 5:00 p.m. 
The blood drive is being held in honor of Josephine 
McGrath.  
 
Visit www.giveapint.org to create your donor profile and 
schedule your appointment. Use sponsor Code 4975. 
 

L to R:  Axalta Vice President and head of its North American business, 
Nigel Budden with Pocono Raceway CEO, Brandon Igdalsky. 

Frailey Insurance &  
Financial Services  

 
Is donating used office equipment 

to a non-profit organization.  
All items are as is and can be 

viewed at their location on 1286 N. 
Ninth Street, Stroudsburg, PA 
For a list of the inventory, call 

570.421.7447 and ask for Carole 
Ann at Ext 223 or Michele at Ext. 

224. 



Ribbon Cutting 
Pocono Tire & Brake 

A ribbon cutting was recently held to celebrate the grand 
opening of Pocono Tire & Brake. They are located at 11 
Foundry Street #101 in Stroudsburg. They offer a variety 
of automotive services including Tires, Brake Service, and 
much more. For more information or to schedule an ap-
pointment, contact them at 570.420.8900. 
 

Legislators Luncheon 

The Chamber recently held a legislators luncheon at Ter-
raview at Stroudsmoor Country Inn. The legislators in 
attendance were: Senator Mario Scavello, Rep. Rosemary 
Brown, Representative Dave Parker, and Rep. Jack Rader. 

Those who attended had a chance to hear both what the 
newly elected and reelected legislators had to say about 
issues affecting Monroe County. Discussion was followed 
by Q&A.  
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Women in Business  
The January Women in Business luncheon, sponsored by 
Corcoran Hegarty Associates, was held at Peppe’s Bistro in 
East Stroudsburg.  The topic “Who Moved My Cheese? 
Adapting to Change in Your Business, was presented by 
James Becker of Access Office Technologies.  

The next luncheon will again be held at Peppe’s Bistro on 
Tuesday, February 10th. The topic “Do You Know Who 
Your Target Audience Is?” will consist of a panel with ex-
perts from Adams Outdoor Advertising, Connoisseur Me-
dia, and George Roberts Production.  

For more information on upcoming WIB lunches, to donate 
a door prize, or to sponsor a luncheon, please contact 
Miriam Conway at 570.421.4433.   
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Holly Corcoran of Corcoran Hegarty Associates - Sponsor 

James Becker of Access Office Technologies - Presenter 

Legislators Luncheon at Terraview at Stroudsmoor Country Inn 
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Executive Committee 
Michael Katz - Chairman of the Board 
John Holahan - First Vice Chairman 
George Roberts - Treasurer 
Debi Cope -  Secretary 
Conrad Schintz -  Assistant Secretary 
Chris Kurtz - Past Chairman 

Staff 
Robert Phillips - President/CEO 
Patricia Metzgar - Vice President, Operations/Development 
Miriam Conway - Executive Assistant 
Georgia Strunk  - Office Assistant 

Board of Directors    
 
 
 
 

     

            
                 
                                         Visit us at www.greaterpoconochamber.com                                                 
 
 

Greater Pocono Chamber of Commerce 
552 Main Street 
Stroudsburg, PA 18360-2093 
 
Phone: (570) 421-4433 
Fax:     (570) 424-7281 
URL: http://www.greaterpoconochamber.com 
 
“The Voice of Business in the Poconos”  
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Madeline Anderson 
Michael Baxter 
Brandie Belanger 
Rich Berkowitz 
Vinny Bianchi 
William Blake 
Denise Cebular 
Bill Colavito 
Alex Grum 
Bob Hay 
Brandon Igdalsky 
Elizabeth Koster 
Tony Konn 

James McClure 
Kathy Mullins 
Doug Olmstead 
Philip Pope 
Dr. Brettney Ramsour 
Matthew Rumph 
Linda Salas-Mamary 
Tom Sforza 
Mathilda Sheptak 
William Skinner 
Jeff Snyder 
Marc Troutman 
Dr. Marcia G. Welsh  

Carl Wilgus 
Theresa Yocum  
 


